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MEETING SUMMARY

• Chair, Al Prest, called the Aviation Rulemaking Advisory Committee (ARAC) Executive Committee
(EXCOM) meeting to order at 1:25 p.m.

• Tony Fazio, the ARAC Executive Director, reminded the Executive Committee that the Federal
Advisory Committee Act (FACA) statement read earlier that morning during the Full Committee
meeting was still in effect for the Executive Committee meeting.

Review and Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes from the November 9, 2000, were reviewed by the EXCOM members.  Ron Priddy proposed
a motion to accept the minutes.  The motion was approved and the minutes from the Nov. 9, 2000,
meeting were adopted.

Status Report: Fuel Tank Inerting Working Group

• An update/briefing was presented by Co-Chairperson Sean O'Callaghan.

• The briefing updated the working group's progress; and addressed the work plan,
working group activity, task team process, major milestones, and concluded with a summary.

• Mr. O'Callaghan explained the working group's task and reviewed the deliverables and concepts
for evaluation. He mentioned the team has had 2 meetings since the Nov. 2000 EXCOM meeting.
One in London, England, Dec. 2000, and other in Miami, Florida, Jan. 2001.  Sean explained the
structure of the task team, plus the Ground-Base Design and On-Board Design teams. He walked
through the schematic located on page eight of the handout (attached).

• Sean noted the Airport Facility Team is in the process of surveying airports and meeting with
airport authorities at various airport hubs, i.e., Los Angeles, La Guardia, Atlanta, Boston, Atlantic
City, Heathrow, and Charles De Gaulle.

• Sean announced the working group now has more European participation.  KLM and Virgin
Atlantic have joined the working group.

• Sean concluded with a review of the working group's major milestones.  He felt the group is on
target, and will meet its due date to the EXCOM.

• Mr. O'Callaghan concluded his briefing by answering EXCOM questions.

• Paul Hudson requested a list of working group members.  Sean forwarded the list and it will be
placed in the minutes along with the Fuel Tank Inerting Working Group's presentation.

Mr. Hudson questioned the time frame for this task and the deadline to EXCOM.  Mr. O'Callaghan
assured Mr. Hudson the working group believes it can meet its deadline of July 2001.

Mr. Hudson then had a question concerning the length of time it will take for the working group to
make their recommendations to EXCOM, how long will it take for EXCOM to review, etc.
Mr. Fazio addressed Mr. Hudson's concerns by referring him to the "Operating Procedures for the
Aviation Rulemaking Advisory Committee" regarding these time frames.

• There was a discussion as to the need for an ad hoc EXCOM meeting to accommodate the
review of this task when transmitted to the Executive Committee.  Mr. Hudson was concerned



3

about more than one version of a draft being circulated.  Brad Moravec stated the working group
will have all final edits incorporated before the document is transmitted to EXCOM.  Sarah
MacLeod reaffirmed there was no need for an ad hoc meeting of EXCOM, as the August 8
meeting would be within ARAC guidelines for EXCOM review.

Status Reports

• Each member gave a brief status report.

• During Mr. Glover's status report, Chris Witkowski asked if the Performance Standard Working
Group's task was completed.  Mr. Glover confirmed it had been completed.

Gail Dunham indicated Emergency Evacuation Issues (now Occupant Safety Issues) schedules their
meetings, a majority of the time, in Seattle, WA, and requested that they be held in a centralized
location.  Mr. Glover stated that this issue area consists of people from all over the world, and that the
next meeting will be in Washington, DC.

Mr. O'Mara raised a question regarding the size of emergency exits on aircraft.  He was concerned
about the relative size of emergency exits and the potential size of the people who may need to use
the exits.  EXCOM acknowledged the comment.  Mr. Glover stated that CAMI was doing some testing
on the subject.

Remarks to the EXCOM

• Mr. O'Mara raised a concern regarding the recent Colorado air accident.  He asked whether the
parents of children boarding charter flights know the difference between part 121 air carrier
regulations and part 135 regulations governing charter flights?  He believes the parents should know
about these differences, and maybe have the opportunity to sign a waiver.

A discussion followed centering around a suggestion for rulemaking.  Mr. Prest reminded the group
that EXCOM was not the forum for this discussion.  ARAC receives its tasks from the FAA.
Mr. O'Mara's point was well taken by EXCOM.  Mr. Prest advised Mr. O'Mara he could submit a
Petition for Rulemaking to the FAA on this subject.

Meeting Dates

• The EXCOM Committee agreed the next meeting will be May 9, 2001.

Minutes approved and verified as accurate
EXCOM meeting April 4, 2001.
Glenn Rizner, Vice Chair - Acting Chair
Tony Fazio, Executive Director.


